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You'll need to cut a small piece of fabric from the seam
allowance your garment. You could pick the piece
apart, separating it into warp and weft fibres, which
may aid you in identifying a blended fabric.

Conduct the burn test over the sink or a metal dish.
Preferably, use a lighter (matches will produce a smell
that could mask the fibre smell) and use tweezers to
safely hold the fibres.

TOP TIP: If possible, video the test on your phone so
you can review if necessary.
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First see what happens to the fibres when you move
them close to the flame. Second, into the flame - do
they burn easily? Third, what happens when you re-
move them from the flame? Did they ignite and con-
tinue to burn/melt? Also note the smell, the colour of
the smoke and the consistency of the residue that is
left at the end.

You may not be able to get a definitive result. The
fibres themselves may be blended, or the fabric may
have a finishing treatment, which will skew the results.

Check out YouTube for videos of burn tests.
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Follow @theccmagazine on Facebook & Instagram for pics and updates 15



